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PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANTHROPOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF 

WASHINGTON 

Meeting of March 12, 1918 

The 523d meeting of the Society was held in the West Study Room of 
the Public Library on Tuesday evening, March 12, 1918, at 8 p. m. 
The speaker of the evening was Mr. Edward T. Williams, Chief of the 
Division of Far Eastern Affairs, Department of State, who presented a 
paper on "The Origins of the Chinese." 

Mr. Williams outlined four theories regarding the origin of the 
Chinese that deserve examination. 

The first, advocated by Dr. L. Wieger, a missionary of the Society of 
Jesus, is that they originated in the Indo-Chinese Peninsula. His reasons 
for so believing are, briefly, that 

1. The Chinese ideograms have existed since 3,000 B.C. and the 
most ancient represent tropical animals and plants, thus pointing to a 
tropical country as the place of origin for the race. 

But the oldest Chinese ideograms known to the world are not older 
than 1,200 B.C., when the Chinese were already settled in the valley of 
the Yellow river and in constant intercourse with their neighbors to the 
south. These ancient ideograms, moreover, represent animals and plants 
of the temperate zone rather than of the tropics. Those for sheep and 
cattle are found, too, in many root words, indicating that the early 
Chinese were shepherds and herdsmen, pursuits not found in tropical 
countries. 

2. Other reasons given for a tropical origin are that the oldest form 
of the Chinese language is found in southern China to-day, and 

3. The Chinese language is purest in the south and grows more and 
more corrupt as one approaches the north. 

4. The Chinese language is tonal, as are the languages of Indo- 
China, and is therefore most nearly related to these. 

It is not necessary, however, to assume a southern origin for the 
race to account for these facts, which are just as easily explained by the 
arrival of the Chinese from the north in successive waves of migration, 
the later comers crowding the earlier further and further towards the 
south, so that the oldest and purest forms of Chinese would be found 
just where they are. The tonal languages of the Indo-Chinese peninsula 
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in that case are to be regarded as the languages of the vanguard of the 
migration. 

As a matter of history it is now known that many tribes of Cambodia, 
Siam and Burmah came from the north, the Tibeto-Burmans from a 
region as far north as the Tien Shan. Some social or physical change 
forced these tribes to migrate. The dominant element in the population 
of Burmah did not reach that land until about two or three thousand 
years ago, while the tribes of Cambodia arrived in their present habitat 
about 215 B.C. and the Shans, progenitors of the Siamese, ruled southern 
China until the thirteenth century of the Christian Era. The movement 
of races therefore has been from north to south and not vice versa. 

The second theory is that the Chinese originated on the American 
Continent. This theory does not require much attention. There have 
been movements of population, it is true, from America to Siberia, even 
in historical times, and there is cultural and physical similarity if not 
identity of the peoples on the opposite shores of the northern Pacific. 
But the tribes of which this is true lie to the northeast of China and differ 
strikingly from the Chinese in physical appearance, language and social 
institutions. 

The third theory is held by a number of distinguished scholars and 
declares that the Chinese are autochthonous and their civilization 
indigenous. It must be admitted that the oldest existing records of 
China seem to know no other region as the home of the Chinese fore- 
fathers than the valley of the Yellow river, and it is held accordingly 
that they gave up nomadic habits and settled as agriculturists there in 
an unknown antiquity and that it was there that they developed their . 
civilization, including their written language. As to the last-mentioned 
the theory is almost certainly wrong. This civilization, including the 
use of the ideograms, appears to have been shared by surrounding tribes, 
from among whom in fact some of their most famous rulers came. 

One of these tribes, the Chou, headed a league of nine tribes from 
the west which subdued the Shang Dynasty about 1,200 B.C. These 
tribes were amalgamated with the earlier, and much of the culture of 
China must be ascribed to the Chou. This fact and the enforced migra- 
tion of the Mon-Khmer, Tibeto-Burmans and Shans to the south because 
of some disturbance apparently in central Asia, give plausibility to the 
fourth theory. 

This theory would place the origin of the race in central or in western 
Asia. A number of distinguished scholars have held this view. 
Pumpelly's explorations in central Asia have shown that that region was 
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the seat of an ancient civilization as old as 8250 B.C. Great climatic 
changes have there converted what was once a moist and fertile land 
into an arid desert and caused the inhabitants to migrate to other parts 
of the world. It was this perhaps that drove the Sumerians into the 
Euphrates valley and that forced other peoples down upon the Tibeto- 
Burmans and caused the movements of population in China. The 
earliest Sumerian monuments show that people to have been Turanian, 
not Semitic, and to have had obliquely-set eyes. Dr. C. J. Ball, of 
Oxford, has shown that there are striking resemblances between the 
earliest Sumerian ideograms and those of the Chinese. He has also 
published a vocabulary of more than a thousand words which show 
similarities of sound and meaning in Chinese and Sumerian. This 
lends weight to the theory that both have a common origin and that the 
peoples were probably related. Most of the mounds of central Asia 
remain to be explored and it is not too much to hope that, in the not far 
distant future, evidence may be found establishing conclusively that the 
Chinese race originated in that locality. 

In the discussion which followed the paper Dr. Ales' Hrdlicka called 
especial attention to the importance of the whole subject and the urgent 
need of archeological and anthropological investigations on these regions. 
Others who discussed the paper where Dr. John R. Swanton, Mr. James 
Mooney and Mr. Henry Farquhar. 

Meeting of March 26, 1018 

The 524th meeting of the Society was held in the West Study Room 
of the Public Library on Tuesday evening, March 26, 1918, at 8 p. m. 
A paper on "The Origins of the Italian People," especially prepared 
for the Anthropological Society of Washington by Dr. V. Giuffrida- 
Ruggeri, Professor of Anthropology, University of Naples, was presented 
by Dr. Austin H. Clark, U. S. National Museum. 

The author leaves aside all that relates to the paleolithic age, in the 
remains of which Italy is less favored than other regions of western 
Europe. A more solid ground is encountered in the neolithic epoch. 
From the Lombard plains to the Ionic shore of Italy archeologists have 
found repeatedly circular foundations of huts half buried in the earth, 
the remains of dwellings of a neolithic pastoral people. The huts were 
hollowed in the ground on purpose, perhaps to afford shelter from the 
wind, and they were entered either by means of steps, or an inclined 
plane, or a shaft made close to the hut. In the hollows that remain 
are found weapons of polished stone and various remains of domestic 
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handicraft, including pottery of advanced technique, form and decora- 
tion. 

After describing the burials in natural and artificial caves, the author 
notes the coming of a new people into - Italy from the east. These people 
came in canoes, and having crossed the Mediterranean they landed on 
the southern shores of the Italian peninsula as well as in Sicily and 
Sardinia. They are called Ligures (Liguri) by historians. The Siculi 
belonged to the same "race as the Ligures, and both were physically of 
the Mediterranean type. 

In western Sicily are found similarities to the Iberian civilization, 
attributable to "that great wave of influence which touched the coast 
districts of western Europe, bringing with it the dolmen and the dolmen- 
pottery." The evolution of the domus de janas- in Sardinia reached its 
highest development about 2000-1500 B.C. These burials belong to the 
"eneolithic" age in which copper was used as well as stone. Whilst 
the civilization of the dolmen and megalithic monuments flourished in 
Western Europe and in the Mediterranean region there was a different 
civilization in Central Europe. There we find evidences of a people who 
lived in the lake-regions on pile-structures (palafitte), a people whose 
history is written only in the refuse of their daily lives, covered today by 
water and peat-bogs. This refuse shows us a primitive pottery, the 
cultivation of flax and grain, and a pastoral life. "Toward the end of 
the second millenium B.C. there took place a great movement of 
peoples into Italy from the north, and the pile-dwellings of eastern 
Lombardy, as well as the hut-dwellings of the Ligures, were deserted by 
their inhabitants." Later the Umbrians and the Etruscans entered 
Italy. 

The question as to who were the " Italici" seems superfluous to the 
author "for there were no special people of that name. Italy is a 
historic formation and all the antecedent races who contributed to her 
making are equally 'Italian.' The population of the 'eternal city' 
was composita. It probably embraced from early times the representa- 
tives of all the three main races of Europe, the H. mediterraneus, H. 
alpinus, and H. nordicus." 

Meeting of April 9, 19 18 

The 525th meeting of the society was held in the Lecture Hall of the 
Public Library on Tuesday evening, April 9, at 8 o'clock. The speaker 
was Paul Haupt, Ph.D., LL.D., etc., W. W. Spence, Professor of Semitic 
Languages and Director of the Oriental Seminary at Johns Hopkins 
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University, Baltimore, Md. Dr. Haupt's subject was "Mesopotamia 
and Palestine." 

The early civilization of Babylonia was Sumerian. The Sumerian language 
appears to be related to Georgian in Russian Transcaucasia. Mesopotamia 
passed successively under the sway of the Sumerians, Accadians, Hittites, Cas- 
sites, Assyrians, Chaldeans, Persians, Macedonians, Parthians, Romans, Sassan- 
ians, Arabs, Mongols, Tatars and Turks. Since 1638 it has been a part of the 
Turkish Empire. 

In 1902 the Turkish Government granted a German syndicate a charter 
for the construction of a railway from Constantinople through Asia Minor to 
Bagdad, and afterwards to Basra. This through line from Hamburg to the 
Persian Gulf, which threatened the British dominion of India, was one of the 
most important factors which led to the world war. 

In 1886 I recommended colonization of Mesopotamia, construction of the 
Euphrates railway, and restoration of the ancient system of irrigation. In 1887 
I prepared a memorandum concerning a national expedition to Mesopotamia 
under the auspices of the Smithsonian Institution. In 1892 I suggested settle- 
ment of the Russian Jews in Mesopotamia. My plan was afterward advocated 
by Israel Zangwill (see The American Hebrew, May 21, 1909). The restoration 
of the ancient system of irrigation, which would make Babylonia again the chief 
granary of the world, was taken up in 1909 by Sir William Willcocks. 

The relations between Mesopotamia and Palestine are very close. The 
ancestors of the Israelites came from Mesopotamia. The Israelites were settled 
in Palestine when the Edomite ancestors of the Jews were in Egypt. Judah was 
not a tribe, but a religious association of worshippers of Jahveh, including not 
only Edomites, but also Horites, Canaanites, Ishmaelites, Moabites, Hittites, 
Amorites, Philistines, Egyptians and Ethiopians, i. e., a mixture of Asiatic, 
African, and European elements. 

It will perhaps be possible to solve the complicated ethnological problems 
in Palestine with the help of the new sero-diagnostic methods based on deviation 
of complement whereby the lytic action of a hemolyzing fluid is prevented. 
Hansemann made some experiments with Egyptian mummies. Friedenthal 
tested the blood and flesh of a mammoth which had been found in 1902, imbedded 
in the ice of Siberia. The reaction showed the near relation of the extinct mam- 
moth to the existing Indian elephant. 

Palestine (both Western and Eastern) is nearly as large (9,840 sq. m.) as 
Sicily (9,860 sq. m.), but it has only about 750,000 inhabitants (Mesopotamia 
about 1,500,000). Like Sicily, which was the bridge between Europe and Africa, 
Palestine, the connecting link between Mesopotamia and Egypt, never was the 
land of a single nation and probably never will be. Certainly the Jews can 
claim only Judea, not the northern districts, Samaria and Galilee, or the country 
east of the Jordan. The majority of the colonists whom the Assyrian kings sent 
to Galilee were Aryans, *. e., Iranians, so that the founders of Christianity may 
not have been Jews by race. 
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With the passing away of antisemitism Jewish nationalism will disappear. 
The Jews in this country will be Americans, the Jews in France will be Frenchmen, 
but they will continue to regard Jerusalem as their spiritual mother. 

Meeting of April 23, 1918 

The 39th annual meeting (526th regular meeting) of the society was 
held in the West Study Room of the Public Library, April 23 at 8 p. m., 
President Babcock in the chair. The following officers were elected for 
the ensuing year: President, Mr. E. T. Williams; Vice-President, Dr. 
Truman Michelson; Secretary, Mr. Felix Neumann; Treasurer, Mr. 
J. N. B. Hewitt; Councillors, Mr. J. P. Harrington, Mr. Francis La- 
Flesche, Rev. John M. Cooper, Dr. E. D. Morgan, Miss Frances Dens- 
more. The society then listened to the address of the retiring president, 
Mr. W. H. Babcock on "Some Anthropological and National Factors 
in the Present War." 

The speaker reviewed the series of papers on national subjects which 
had been delivered before the society during the past year. 

The war is a contest of nations, conditions and racial aspirations; between 
the central Teutonic empires, with originally Turanian adherents, and the sur- 
rounding republics or liberal monarchies, chiefly Latins, Slavs and the English- 
speaking peoples. But the difference in kinds of government had less to do with 
beginning the war than the vehement hostility of races and national ambition. 

"Race" and "nation" are variable terms. Language does not always 
accord with either. No people is homogeneous. What counts for most is a 
conviction of national identity and racial affiliation sustained emotionally by an 
ideal of patriotism. When this is violently overridden, a sense of outrage and 
sacrilege is evoked — the most fruitful source of devastating wars. The best 
preventative would be such political redistribution as would end alien oppression 
and make aggression very difficult. 

The speaker sketched the human movements which have evolved 
and defined the peoples of Europe; also the special changes needed. 
The same victorious powers of civilization which must effect the latter 
could also maintain them. The prospect of a general and lasting peace 
was never so good as now; for the world is nearly full and well under 
control, excepting as yet the central powers and their auxiliaries. There 
would be no danger from outside barbarians, such as wrecked the long- 
continued, but territorially restricted, dominion of Rome. 

Frances Densmore, Secretary 



